
                                                                                                                                     

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, November 11th NO SCHOOL for Head Start children in 

observance of Veteran’s Day 

 

Tuesday, November 26th 20th Annual Jobs, Health, Education and 

Awareness Fair 9 AM till 2 PM @ the Auxiliary Gym in Spencer. 

 

Monthly Birthday Recognition 

Tuesday, November 26th 

 

Wednesday, November 27th Parent Teacher Conference  

(Make sure you have scheduled a time that is convenient for you 

with your child’s teacher.) 

 

Wednesday, November 27th through Friday, November 29th  

NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 

 

 
 

 

 

October Perfect 

Attendance 

Kyser 

Alivia 

Jonah 

Landon P. 

Ryleigh 

Kevin 

Kaylee 

Landon N. 

Brooklynn 

EK 
 

Reminder: Every time 

your child has perfect 

attendance they will 

be entered for a 

chance to win a 

bicycle at the end of 

the year. 

 

 

 

November 

Birthdays 
 

Jonah 

Van Buren County Head Start! 

If you are currently not a Facebook member please sign-up.  

Some of the benefits include: photo galleries, special news  

and updates, plus the ability to connect and chat online with  

other people who share your interest. 
 

10/31/19 



Transition Talk  
Van Buren County Head Start partners with our local Elementary schools to provide a smooth transition for you and your child to the local 
school system.  We work on kindergarten readiness skills that the local school system has considered to be skills that will enable success in 

kindergarten.  Among these skills are color, shape and letter recognition.  This document is called “Van Buren School Kindergarten Readiness 
Skills Checklist”.  These skills are incorporated into our weekly individualization that the teachers work with your child on.   The teachers will be 
reviewing this document with you at the Parent Teacher Conference on Wednesday, November 27th.  We also provide power packs that work 

on these skills for you to check out.  When families work on these kindergarten readiness skills at home as we work on them at school, your 
child accomplishes these skills and continues to progress with the next emerging skill.  Together we prepare your child for this transition to 

kindergarten. 

 

 

 

When an enrolled child and one family member 

receives the Flu vaccine bring in proof to Head Start 

and you will be eligible for a FREE $10 gift card!!! 

The Van Buren County Head Start staff would like to 
say a BIG thank you to all of our families and 

community partners that have attended Family 
Reading Night. We appreciate your commitment, 

together we can help ensure that all children have an 
opportunity to become strong readers and learners.  

Our goal is to facilitate an interactive approach to 
partnering with parents and other adult family 

members to inspire the love of reading in children. We 
know that all families want the best for their children, 

and research shows that family engagement has a 
positive impact on children’s reading achievement. 
Family Reading Night empowers families to support 

children’s literacy development with a focus on 
reading in their everyday lives. During this fun and 

interactive program, families have an opportunity to 
explore how learning to read and write begins and is 
supported at home – and how families are children’s 

first and most important teachers and role models. We 
were so fortunate to have received a grant from Sparta 

Walmart, through this grant we were able to provide 
the opportunity to a family each night that was in 

attendance at Family Reading Night with a television. 
Because of the grant we will be able to have a drawing 

at our next Family Reading Night for another 
television. Congratulations to the two previous 

winners Justin Bobilin and Jessica Ennis. Again we 
would like to say thank you for showing your 

commitment to your child’s learning by attending. 
 



Benefits of Early Reading  

Why teach your child to read? 

Teaching your child to read early and well has multiple benefits and is the key to your child's academic future. The main reason is that reading 

is at the heart of all formal education. Below are some of the many advantages of developing early reading ability in your child. 

 

Neurological, Educational, Psychological, Social, Linguistic 

Neurological Reasons 

Reading helps to develop a young child's brain. In the first six years, children learn at a much faster pace than at any other time in their lives. 

Vital connections in the brain are made very early in life. At birth, a healthy baby is born with approximately 200 billion active brain cells or 

neurons. Given the right kind of stimulation, each of these brain cells is capable of sprouting up to 20,000 different dendrites/branches and 

synapses/connections between them which store additional information. These connections, which are a direct result of stimulation the child 

receives through early experiences, form the basis of all future learning and intellectual ability. As parents talk, sing and read to their children, 

existing links among brain cells are strengthened and new links are formed. At a younger age, learning is faster than it will be as the child grows 

older. When a child is taught to read, the process of learning has a profound influence on the entire functioning and development of the brain. 

You can play a critical early role by inculcating not only reading skills and ability but more importantly, instilling a lifelong love of learning and 

reading. 

Educational Reasons 

Reading opens the door to your child's early academic success, imparts a love of learning and leads to higher grades in every subject. 

Numerous studies have shown that strong oral language skills are the basis for literacy development. When children learn to read at an early 

age, they have greater general knowledge, expand their vocabulary and become more fluent readers. They also have improved attention spans 

and better concentration. Early readers can recognize a larger number of words by sight, which enables them to learn more from and about 

their environment. Their proficiency in reading enables them to comprehend more of what they are reading. They also become competent 

researchers, who are able to study effectively and extract relevant and necessary information from books, magazines, websites or other 

sources of information. Only by mastering effective reading strategies can the child pick up the necessary knowledge and information, which 

will enable him or her to excel scholastically in the future. It is interesting to note that early readers not only become lifelong readers, but also 

lifelong learners. Longitudinal studies have shown that early readers continue to get higher grades than their peers through grade school. 

Psychological Reasons 

A child who learns to read joyfully at home, at an early age, with a loving parent or caregiver, grows in self-confidence and independence. 

Reading promotes greater maturity, increases discipline and lays the basis for moral literacy. It sparks curiosity about people, places and things 

and also satisfies the child's curiosity by providing explanations of how things work. It exposes the child to a range of problem-solving 

techniques. In addition, early reading ignites the child's creativity and imagination. What's more, a young child who is a reader is able to 

channel physical energy, when he or she chooses to sit down to read a book. This quiet time improves the relationship between parent and 

child or teacher and child, from an early stage. Such a child is also at a distinct advantage over his or her peers. When a child starts learning to 

read as a baby or at the age of 2 or 3, there is no psychological pressure. The formal school system has yet to kick in, in most parts of the world. 

So, you can teach your child to read a little each day, in a leisurely manner. You can stop before he or she gets tired. You can foster a love of 

the game of reading in the child from the start. You and your child can take the time to treat reading as an exciting adventure, rather than a 

bothersome chore. Compare this to the child who must try to learn in a crowded classroom, competing with his or her classmates for the 

personal attention of the teacher or teacher's assistant. Imagine the effect on the child's ego, on seeing others picking up this skill, while he or 

she lags behind. Which child is going to have a stronger self-image? Which child is going to be more self-confident? Which child is going to be a 

leader versus a follower in the classroom? Clearly, the one whose parents taught him or her reading early, at a young age, at home. 

Social Reasons 

Even at a young age, children have social awareness. They know who is more popular. They can tell who can do what. If there are a few 

children in kindergarten who know how to read, they may receive awards and certificates, be called upon to choose books or encouraged to 

write, illustrate and read aloud their own stories. In some schools, they may even be asked to help other children, who may still be struggling 

with basic letter recognition. Early readers have the opportunity to relate to their peers on a more confident, more competent level as they are 

already being recognized for their superior accomplishments. Such experiences increase the child's social status among peers as well as his or 

her self-image and self-confidence. 

Linguistic Reasons 

Children who can read independently and early have more opportunities to encounter the written word. The sooner children learn how to 

read, the more books, knowledge, and ideas they will be exposed to. The result? Improved linguistic skills in the form of a richer vocabulary, 

correct grammar, improved writing, better spelling and more articulate oral communication. Such children have the opportunity to develop a 

wider vocabulary to describe their knowledge, observations and experiences. It has been shown that children with a richer vocabulary do far 

better in scholastic areas, especially in the early years. Their stronger reading skills also enable them to communicate more effectively orally as 

well as in writing. Furthermore, early readers can recognize a larger number of words by sight, which enables them to learn more from and 
about their environment.   (Article courtesy of www.teachreadingearly.com) 

 

http://www.teachreadingearly.com/


 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


