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Young‌‌children‌‌enter‌‌preschool‌‌from‌‌a‌‌variety‌‌of‌‌settings,‌‌which‌‌may‌‌include‌‌Early‌‌Head‌‌Start,‌‌                             
child‌‌care‌‌and‌‌the‌‌home.‌‌These‌‌children‌‌represent‌‌diverse‌‌circumstances‌‌and‌‌learning‌‌needs‌‌and‌‌                           
encounter‌‌many‌‌new‌‌experiences:‌‌separating‌‌from‌‌family;‌‌adjusting‌‌emotionally‌‌and‌‌socially‌‌to‌‌                       
new‌ ‌environment;‌ ‌learning‌ ‌more‌ ‌structured‌ ‌routines‌ ‌at‌ ‌home‌ ‌and‌ ‌at‌ ‌school;‌ ‌developing‌‌                       
relationships‌‌with‌‌new‌‌adults;‌‌interacting‌‌with‌‌other‌‌children‌‌in‌‌a‌‌classroom‌‌setting;‌‌taking‌‌care‌‌                           
of‌ ‌self‌ ‌and‌ ‌personal‌ ‌belongings;‌ ‌learning‌ ‌new‌ ‌rules;‌ ‌and‌ ‌riding‌ ‌a‌ ‌bus,‌ ‌just‌ ‌to‌ ‌name‌ ‌a‌ ‌few.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌‌an‌‌effort‌‌to‌‌help‌‌alleviate‌‌the‌‌child‌‌and‌‌parent’s‌‌feelings‌‌of‌‌transitioning‌‌anxiety‌‌,‌‌Head‌‌Start‌                                 
teachers‌ ‌make‌ ‌an‌ ‌initial‌ ‌home‌ ‌visit‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌children’s‌ ‌attendance‌ ‌into‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌so‌ ‌that‌‌                             
children/family‌ ‌will‌ ‌feel‌ ‌more‌ ‌comfortable‌ ‌with‌ ‌their‌ ‌teacher.‌ ‌This‌ ‌allows‌ ‌teachers‌ ‌to‌ ‌obtain‌‌a‌‌                           
good‌ ‌overview‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌whole‌ ‌child‌ ‌in‌ ‌their‌ ‌family‌ ‌environment,‌ ‌learning‌ ‌the‌ ‌unique‌ ‌cultural,‌‌                           
ethnic,‌ ‌and‌ ‌linguistic‌ ‌backgrounds‌ ‌of‌ ‌families.‌ ‌In‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌ease‌ ‌the‌ ‌parents'‌ ‌worries‌ ‌they‌ ‌will‌‌                             
attend‌ ‌orientation‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌their‌ ‌child’s‌ ‌enrollment.‌ ‌At‌‌this‌‌time,‌‌parents‌‌will‌‌be‌‌encouraged‌‌to‌‌                             
engage‌ ‌in‌ ‌their‌‌child’s‌‌education‌‌by‌‌participating‌‌in‌‌school‌‌readiness‌‌activities,‌‌home‌‌activities,‌‌                         
join‌‌in‌‌classroom‌‌and‌‌school‌‌events‌‌by‌‌volunteering‌‌in‌‌the‌‌classroom,‌‌attend‌‌child/parent‌‌events,‌‌                           
engage‌ ‌in‌ ‌family‌ ‌meetings,‌ ‌and‌ ‌be‌ ‌involved‌ ‌in‌ ‌their‌ ‌child’s‌ ‌education‌ ‌through‌ ‌parent/teacher‌‌                         
conferences‌‌and‌‌home‌‌visits.‌‌During‌‌the‌‌program‌‌year‌‌if‌‌a‌ ‌child‌‌and‌‌family‌‌must‌‌move‌‌from‌‌our‌‌                                 
service‌ ‌area‌ ‌we‌ ‌will‌ ‌make‌ ‌all‌ ‌efforts‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌an‌ ‌effective‌ ‌transition‌ ‌into‌‌another‌‌Head‌‌Start‌‌                               
program.‌‌If‌‌a‌‌Head‌‌Start‌‌program‌‌is‌‌not‌‌available,‌‌we‌‌will‌‌assist‌‌the‌‌family‌‌as‌‌needed‌‌to‌‌identify‌‌                                   
another‌‌early‌‌childhood‌‌program‌‌that‌‌meets‌‌their‌‌needs.‌‌In‌‌the‌‌summer‌‌the‌‌program‌‌will‌ ‌provide‌‌                             
for‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌children‌ ‌a‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌of‌ ‌summer‌ ‌educational‌ ‌activities‌ ‌to‌ ‌encourage‌‌                           
continued‌ ‌educational‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌child‌ ‌and‌ ‌families‌‌in‌‌the‌‌home‌‌environment‌.‌‌When‌‌                         
Head‌‌Start‌‌parents‌‌transition‌‌into‌‌public‌‌schools‌‌they‌‌will‌‌be‌‌prepared‌‌to‌‌exercise‌‌their‌‌rights‌‌and‌‌                               
responsibilities‌ ‌concerning‌ ‌the‌ ‌education‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌children‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌elementary‌ ‌school‌ ‌setting,‌‌                       
including‌ ‌services‌ ‌and‌ ‌supports‌ ‌available‌ ‌to‌ ‌children‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌homeless‌ ‌and‌ ‌whom‌ ‌have‌‌                         
disabilities‌ ‌and‌ ‌various‌ ‌options‌ ‌for‌‌their‌‌child‌‌to‌‌participate‌‌in‌‌language‌‌instruction‌‌educational‌‌                         
programs‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌when‌ ‌they‌ ‌enter‌ ‌the‌ ‌program.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌works‌ ‌to‌ ‌establish‌ ‌a‌ ‌connection‌ ‌between‌ ‌the‌ ‌preschool‌ ‌child‌ ‌and‌ ‌kindergarten‌ ‌by‌‌                           
partnering‌ ‌with‌ ‌local‌ ‌school‌ ‌systems,‌‌creating‌‌a‌‌connection‌‌between‌‌the‌‌child‌‌and‌‌kindergarten‌                         
using‌‌special‌‌school‌‌functions,‌‌and‌‌aiding‌‌children‌‌in‌‌practicing‌‌kindergarten‌‌rituals‌‌in‌‌preschool.‌‌                         
During‌‌kindergarten‌‌transition,‌‌children‌‌are‌‌given‌‌opportunities‌‌to‌‌practice‌‌activities‌‌that‌‌will‌‌be‌‌                         
helpful‌‌for‌‌them‌‌when‌‌they‌‌enter‌‌elementary‌‌school‌‌such‌‌as‌‌opening‌‌milk‌‌cartons,‌‌handling‌‌trays‌‌                             
for‌ ‌cafeteria‌ ‌style‌‌lunch‌‌and‌‌learning‌‌bus‌‌riding‌‌rules.‌‌During‌‌this‌‌transitional‌‌phase‌‌Head‌‌Start‌‌                             
children‌ ‌are‌ ‌given‌ ‌the‌‌opportunity‌‌to‌‌meet‌‌teachers‌‌on‌‌field‌‌trips‌‌to‌‌the‌‌elementary‌‌schools‌‌and‌‌                               
attend‌‌kindergarten‌‌orientation‌‌during‌‌which‌‌time‌‌children‌‌will‌‌establish‌‌connections‌‌with‌‌peers‌‌                       
who‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌in‌ ‌kindergarten.‌ ‌During‌ ‌orientation‌ ‌children‌ ‌will‌ ‌visit‌ ‌the‌ ‌kindergarten‌ ‌classroom‌‌                         
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and‌ ‌will‌ ‌meet‌ ‌kindergarten‌ ‌teachers‌ ‌and‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌educational‌ ‌activities‌ ‌with‌ ‌currently‌‌                       
enrolled‌‌kindergarten‌‌students.‌‌Prior‌‌to‌‌kindergarten‌‌visitation‌‌children‌‌will‌‌transition‌‌to‌‌cafeteria‌‌                       
style‌ ‌lunch‌ ‌while‌ ‌in‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌allowing‌ ‌skills‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌developed‌ ‌that‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌used‌ ‌during‌‌                               
kindergarten‌‌visitation.‌‌In‌‌addition,‌‌transitioning‌‌children/parents‌‌will‌‌participate‌‌in‌‌local‌‌school‌‌                     
system‌ ‌bus‌ ‌training.‌ ‌All‌ ‌parents‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌‌contacted‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌kindergarten‌‌orientation‌‌so‌‌that‌‌they‌‌                             
may‌‌attend‌‌transition‌‌training.‌‌Transition‌‌issues‌‌are‌‌addressed‌‌at‌‌this‌‌training‌‌and‌‌at‌‌other‌‌family‌‌                             
meetings‌ ‌and‌ ‌individually‌ ‌with‌ ‌families‌ ‌as‌ ‌needed.‌ ‌All‌ ‌parents‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌provided‌ ‌a‌ ‌Transition‌‌                           
material‌‌kit‌‌housing‌‌expectations‌‌and‌‌developmental‌‌milestones‌‌of‌‌their‌‌child's‌‌future‌‌placement‌‌                       
at‌‌kindergarten‌‌with‌‌one-on-one‌‌transitional‌‌training‌‌by‌‌education‌‌staff‌‌for‌‌transitioning‌‌families.‌‌                       
The‌ ‌FCPS‌ ‌will‌ ‌work‌ ‌with‌ ‌parents‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌that‌ ‌all‌ ‌documentation‌ ‌is‌ ‌provided‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌next‌‌                               
placement.‌ ‌Parents‌ ‌are‌ ‌provided‌ ‌with‌ ‌academic‌ ‌expectations,‌ ‌local‌ ‌school‌ ‌policies,‌ ‌and‌ ‌school‌‌                       
supplies‌ ‌requirements,‌ ‌allowing‌ ‌for‌ ‌families‌ ‌to‌ ‌establish‌ ‌a‌ ‌two‌ ‌way‌ ‌communication‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌‌                         
kindergarten‌ ‌environment.‌ ‌Backpacks‌ ‌and‌ ‌school‌ ‌supplies‌ ‌are‌ ‌provided‌ ‌to‌ ‌each‌ ‌child‌ ‌entering‌‌                       
public‌ ‌school‌ ‌in‌ ‌partnership‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌LEA‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌children‌ ‌have‌ ‌established‌ ‌a‌ ‌strong‌ ‌“head‌‌                             
start”‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌schools.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Assistant‌ ‌Mentor‌ ‌Coach/Education‌ ‌Supervisor‌ ‌will‌ ‌hold‌‌                       
membership‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌local‌ ‌school‌ ‌system’s‌ ‌Pre-K‌ ‌Advisory‌ ‌Board‌ ‌and‌‌the‌‌Pre-K‌‌Supervisor‌‌of‌‌                           
public‌‌preschool‌‌will‌‌be‌‌actively‌‌engaged‌‌in‌‌consulting‌‌with‌‌Head‌‌Start‌‌through‌‌self‌‌assessment,‌‌                           
classroom‌‌monitoring‌‌and‌‌observation,‌‌and‌‌CDA‌‌renewal,‌‌allowing‌‌for‌‌aligning‌‌curriculum‌‌and‌‌                       
Early‌ ‌Learning‌ ‌Standards.‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌will‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌policy‌ ‌coordination‌ ‌through‌ ‌interagency‌‌                     
agreements.‌‌Van‌‌Buren‌‌County‌‌Head‌‌Start‌‌staff‌‌will‌‌work‌‌with‌‌the‌‌local‌‌school‌‌system‌‌to‌‌make‌‌                               
certain‌ ‌all‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌attend‌ ‌Kindergarten‌ ‌registration,‌ ‌and‌‌share‌‌written‌‌records.‌‌                         
Head‌‌Start‌‌“Preschool”‌‌teachers‌‌will‌‌discuss‌‌children’s‌‌strengths‌‌and‌‌challenges‌‌with‌‌designated‌‌                       
school‌‌system‌‌staff.‌ ‌Preschool‌‌teachers‌‌will‌‌monitor‌‌success‌‌of‌‌former‌‌students‌‌by‌‌meeting‌‌with‌‌                           
and‌ ‌receiving‌ ‌updated‌ ‌status‌ ‌of‌ ‌progress‌ ‌from‌‌current‌‌kindergarten‌‌teachers.‌‌The‌‌program‌ ‌and‌‌                         
local‌‌school‌‌system‌‌will‌‌participate‌‌in‌‌joint‌‌training‌‌and‌‌professional‌‌development‌‌opportunities‌‌                       
as‌ ‌possible.‌ ‌The‌ ‌program‌ ‌will‌ ‌inquire‌ ‌about‌ ‌summer‌ ‌school‌‌opportunities‌‌for‌‌children‌‌who‌‌are‌‌                           
entering‌ ‌kindergarten.‌ ‌Staff‌ ‌will‌ ‌assist‌ ‌parents‌ ‌in‌ ‌developing‌ ‌individual‌ ‌plans‌ ‌for‌ ‌children‌‌                       
entering‌ ‌kindergarten‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌kindergarten‌ ‌transition‌ ‌training‌ ‌kit‌ ‌to‌ ‌include‌ ‌dual‌ ‌language‌‌                       
and‌ ‌cultural‌ ‌considerations.‌ ‌Through‌ ‌collective‌ ‌efforts‌ ‌and‌ ‌in‌ ‌partnership‌‌with‌‌the‌‌local‌‌school‌‌                         
system,‌ ‌parents‌ ‌and‌ ‌community‌ ‌partners,‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start‌ ‌strives‌ ‌to‌‌ease‌‌the‌‌transition‌‌into,‌‌through‌‌                           
and‌ ‌out‌ ‌of‌ ‌Head‌ ‌Start.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
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