
                                                                                                                                                        

January Perfect 
Attendance

Knoxleigh
Gemma
Aurora

Patience
Wyatt

Connor

2/6/23

February Upcoming Events!

 Wednesday, February 8th, Alumni @ Van Buren High 
@10am

 Monday, February 13th. Parent Committee Meeting 
@8:30-9:30am

 Tuesday, February 14th, Happy Valentine’s Day!

 Thursday, February 16th, Health/Job Fair 
@ The Agriculture Ext Office from 9am-1pm.

 NO SCHOOL Monday, February 20th President’s Day

February Birthday’s

Patience
Aurora
Damien

Van Buren County Head Start!
If you are currently not following us on Facebook please Like and 
Follow Us. Some of the benefits include: photo galleries, special 
news and updates, plus the ability to connect and chat online with
other people who share your interest.



Transition Talk 
This year your child will experience an important transition to Kindergarten.  Van Buren Head 

Start wants to assist you and your child to make the transition a smooth one.  At your home visit in January, all 
transitioning parents received one-on-one training and a transitional kit to help prepare their child for 
entrance into Kindergarten.  Be sure to review the developmental progressions, do some of the suggested 
activities provided on the transition calendar, and work on the Kindergarten continuum skills provided inside 
the kit.  We will also be introducing lunch trays in the classrooms for children to practice carrying their food to 
the table themselves.  After a few weeks of classroom practice, your child will actually transition to cafeteria 
style lunch and eat in the gymnasium at Head Start to prepare for Kindergarten.  We also now have available a 
“Transition to Kindergarten” power pack for you to work with your child on Kindergarten skills so please be 
sure to check it out to prepare your child for this important transition.      

        Rita Mayfield Assistant Mentor Coach/Education Supervisor

Reading aloud to children provides them with several key benefits, including increased literacy skills, 
improved academic performance, and enhanced creativity. In particular, reading aloud helps children develop 
an appreciation for literature and encourages them to explore different topics and points of view. It also gives 
them a better understanding of unfamiliar words and sentence structures — as well as why those structures 
are important. When it comes to literacy development, studies have found that children who hear stories read 
aloud often tend to be more successful readers than those who don’t get regular exposure to books read 
aloud. This is because hearing stories read aloud helps kids build their vocabularies faster than simply reading 
on their own would. It also helps improve their comprehension by giving them more context for what they’ve 
read. Finally, research has shown that reading aloud can help children develop critical thinking skills by 
encouraging them to ask questions and make connections between what they hear and what they know from 
other sources (such as personal experience). This kind of active engagement allows children to gain new 
insights into both the text and the world around them — which in turn boosts their ability to think creatively 
when faced with challenging situations.

For many people teaching K-6 kids, making sure that reading aloud is fun can be one of the biggest 
challenges associated with this activity. Fortunately, there are a few simple things you can do to ensure that 
your kids stay engaged throughout the process. For instance, you can use props or puppets while reading 
certain passages (especially if they include animals or other characters). You can also try using different voices 
for each character to keep kids entertained while still emphasizing key points in the text. When it comes time 
for discussion afterward, try asking open-ended questions so that your kids feel empowered to express their 
own opinions rather than just responding “yes” or “no” all the time! Reading aloud is an invaluable tool for 
helping children develop literacy skills — and have fun doing it! By providing kids with engaging stories that 
challenge them intellectually and encourage creative thinking, teachers can foster a lifelong love of learning in 
their kids — which will benefit both them and their future endeavors alike! So, if you’re looking for ways to 
engage your kids in meaningful discussions about literature (or anything else!), then give reading aloud a try 
today! It may just be one of the best investments you ever make in your classroom!  

Importance of Reading Aloud



Nutrition
Healthy recipes to try at home with your child/children.








